Ridgely

When the Civil War broke out, he was in
command of the receiving ship Allegheny in Bal-
timore, which was moved to Annapolis on May
3, 1861, to assist in the protection of the Naval
Academy. He received command of the steamer
Santiago de Cuba on Oct. 5, 1861, and cruised in
the Gulf of Mexico and West Indian waters,
capturing several blockade runners by August of
the following year. On Nov. 16, 1862, he was
advanced to the rank of captain. He took com-
mand of the steam sloop Shenandoah, North At-
lantic Blockading Squadron, in June 1863, and
cruised independently in West Indian waters,
later participating in the blockade off Wilming-
ton and New Inlet. He took part in the attack
on Fort Fisher on Dec. 24 and 25, 1864, and in
the capture on Jan. 13 and 14, 1865, for which he
was recommended for promotion by David Dix-
on Porter {,q.v.~\ in his report to Welles, as one
who also "has been very energetic during the
war against blockade runners" (War of the Re-
bellion, post, i ser., XI, 454). Ridgely was then
ordered to Charleston where the Shenandoah as-
sisted in the operations at Bull's Bay, and was
present at the evacuation of that city. He com-
manded the Powhatan of Admiral Rodgers's
squadron in the Pacific, and returned home in
1867 in command of the steamer Lancaster. He
had been promoted meanwhile to the rank of
commodore on July 25, 1866, and was made a
member of the examining board in Philadelphia
in 1868. He died of heart disease in this city on
May 5 of the same year, and he was interred in
Greenmount Cemetery in Baltimore. He mar-
ried Johanna M. Clemm of Baltimore on Oct. n,
1837, and they had one son, Dr. Nicholas Ridgely.
His second wife, Elizabeth Dulany Rogers, whom
he married on Feb. 8, 1858, survived him, dying
in 1907. Their only child died in infancy.

[Letters from Mrs. J. M. Dennis, Apr. 26, 1931, and
Mrs, Margaret R. Leidy, Apr. 17, 1931; records of the
city of Baltimore, Md., and the Md. Hist. Soc.; War
of the Rebellion: Official Records (Navy), i ser., vols.
II, IX, and XVII; T. H. S. Hamersly, Gen. Reg. of the
U. S. Navy (1882) ; J. D, Warfield, The Founders of
AnneArundel and Howard Counties (1905) ; Army and
NavyJour.t May 16, 1868; obit, in the Sun (Baltimore,
Md.), May 7, 1868.]                                     C.L.L.

RIDGELY, NICHOLAS (Sept. 30, 1762-
Apr. r, 1830), legislator, jurist, was born in
Dover, Del., the eldest son of Dr. Charles Green-
berry Ridgely by his first wife. His mother,
Mary, according to her husband's note in the
Ridgely family Bible (post), was the daughter
of Abraham Wynkoop of Sussex County, Del,;
but in Richard Wynkoop's Wynkoop Genealogy
(1904, p. 35), it is made to appear that she was
the daughter of Wynkoop's wife, Mary Dyer, by
a former marriage, to Nicholas Hammond.

Ridgely

Ridgely's paternal grandfather, Nicholas Ridge
ly, who moved to Dover from Maryland anc
served Kent County for over a decade as pro-
thonotary and clerk of the peace, was the grand-
son of Col. Henry Ridgeley (sic) who settled ir
Anne Arundel County, Md., in 1659 (Warfield,
post, pp. 77-81). The younger Nicholas, aftei
securing a liberal education, studied law tinder
Robert Goldsborough of Cambridge, Md., and
having taken up the practice of his profession in
his native town, soon assumed a leading position
at the Delaware bar. He early participated in
politics of his state and before he reached the
age of twenty-five was elected a delegate from
Kent County to the state convention of 1787
which ratified the Federal Constitution. In 1788,
1789, and 1790 he was elected a member of the
Legislative Council from Kent County, and thus
participated in the election of the first United
States senators from Delaware and the first
presidential electors. In 1791 his superior legal
talents brought him appointment as state attor-
ney-general, which position he held for a decade,
and in the same year he was elected a delegate
for Kent County to the second state constitutional
convention, which was held in Dover in Novem-
ber 1791 and continued into the following year.
Under the second constitution, which went into
effect in 1792, Ridgely was elected a member of
the first state House of Representatives, and was
later reflected to that body five times, in 1796,
*797> 1799; 1800, and 1801. At the first session
of the legislature in January 1802, he resigned
his seat because he had been appointed chancellor
of Delaware to succeed the first chancellor, Wil-
liam Killen. He served his state with great dis-
tinction in this office until his death, twenty-
eight years later.

Ridgely was married, May 20, 1806, to Mary
Brereton, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth
Brereton of Sussex County, Del. She survived
him twenty-two years, dying in Dover, July 28,
1852. There were no children. Ridgely was a
communicant of Christ Episcopal Church in
Dover for many years, was elected senior warden
in 1786, and in June of that year was a deputy
to the second session (Philadelphia) of the con-
vention which organized the Protestant Epis-
copal Church in the United States of America.
He was buried in Christ Churchyard.
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Farmer's Mag., Feb. 1838, repr. in i Del. Chancery
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